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• claim proportions, rates and 

trends over time 
 

• more women in a wider variety   

of occupations and industries 
 

• difference in work and health   

care experiences…… 

 

differences in workers’ compensation outcomes 
          



• 30 years of BC workers’ compensation claim data 

– Secure and confidential 
 

 

 

• 93% coverage of the workforce 
 

 

• policy relevance 

 

 

research opportunity 
         



 

  

 Does the duration of workers’ compensation claims  

  differ for men and women? 

 

 Does this difference persist for workers in the same  

occupational group and for the same type of injury? 

questions 
         



• Short-term disability claims, 10 years 
 

• Half a million claims, one-third females 
 

• Wage-loss days, one year post injury 
 

• Quantile regression (median days) 

– compare different groups in distribution 
 

• Stratified by males and females 

– Type of injury and occupational groups 

 

overview 
          



is there a difference in work disability duration? 
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by occupational group for MSK strains….  
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by occupational group for fractures…… 
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by health care occupations for MSK strains….  
                       s 
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by resource occupations for MSK strains….  
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by resource occupations for MSK strains….  
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by health care occupations for fractures….  
                       s 
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by resource occupations for fractures….  
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by resource occupations for fractures….  
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by health care occupations for back strains….  
                       s 
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by health care occupations for back strains….  
                       s 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

25th 50th 75th

Ambulance/Paramedical 

Men Women



by resource occupations for back strains….  
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by resource occupations for back strains….  
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by health care occupations for arm fractures… 
                       s 
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by resource occupations for arm fractures….  
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by resource occupations for arm fractures….  
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a persistent difference….  
         

 
 

• severity of injuries….? 
 

• different health care, rehabilitation experiences…? 
 

• different return-to-work opportunities…? 
 

• work/home experiences….? 
 

• other thoughts for further investigation… 

 

 



Population Data BC……more data  
         




